
Faith and AI 
Social
NeurIPS 2024



A space for people of all faiths 
to come together and discuss        

the increasingly important issues 
and opportunities in Faith + AI



Agenda

7:30pm AI & Faith Video by Mark Graves, director of AI & Faith (pre-recorded) 

7:40pm Welcome and Survey by Richard Zhang

7:50pm AI & Faith Overview by Muhammad Aurangzeb Ahmad

8:00pm Faith & AI Panel: Muhammad A Ahmad, Nathan Gaw, David O’Hara, 
Dirk Padfield and Correna Panagiotou (moderator)

8:45pm Fun / Break Out Sessions - Would you Rather?

9:30pm Social Ends

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12jw9-P7Ock7YAlmA4sTTYTTKkcy4u-1C/view?usp=drive_link


Welcoming Remarks



Richard is currently at Google Deepmind on the Vizier team, 
working on prompt/hyperparameter optimization, Bayesian 
methods, and theoretical machine learning.  He also dabbles 
a bit in AI alignment, counterfactuals/fairness and the 
intersection of Faith and AI.

He stewards the Global Christians in AI (CHAI) community, 
where AI practitioners, academics, theologians, and 
entrepreneurs come together monthly to discuss relevant 
topics in the intersection of Christianity and AI. 

Richard 
Zhang 

qiuyiz.github.io

http://bit.ly/chai-global


Manpreet Singh’s 
spiritual art

You can find more inspirational 
messages at this link to the 

photo album containing all the 
drawings!

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Va1DegUBnatDvM3MA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Va1DegUBnatDvM3MA


Muhammad Aurangzeb Ahmad
maahmad@uw.edu

Current: Research Scientist at University of Washington Harborview 
Medical Center and an Affiliate Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Computer Science at University of Washington Bothell. 

Background: PhD in Computer Science from the University of 
Minnesota. Spent a year in a Master program in Christian Theology at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Research: Algorithmic nudging at scale, pluralistic alignment, modeling 
resilience in ICU patients, Responsible AI, and personality emulation. 

Academic Appointments: University of Washington, Center for 
Cognitive Science at University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population 
Center, and the Indian Institute of Technology at Kanpur. 

Fun Facts: Runs the Islam and Science Fiction Project. Humanities 
Washington Speaker

faculty.washington.edu/
maahmad/

mailto:maahmad@uw.edu


AI and Faith
► Interested in joining AI and Faith’s work on AI 

Ethics for Human Flourishing?  Please go to 
aiandfaith.org or admin@aiandfaith.org

► Learn more about becoming an Expert or 
Member by emailing  people@aiandfaith.org

► Give us an idea for a feature or news at 
editor@aiandfaith.org

► Tell us about conferences, podcasts, and your 
own speaking activity by contacting 
programs@aiandfaith.org

► Have an idea for a research project? Reach 
out to research@aiandfaith.org

► Listen to our podcasts, 
https://aiandfaith.org/aif-podcast/ 

Subscribe to our 
mailing list.

mailto:admin@aiandfaith.org
mailto:people@aiandfaith.org
mailto:e67657a2.aiandfaith.org@amer.teams.ms
mailto:programs@aiandfaith.org
mailto:research@aiandfaith.org
https://aiandfaith.org/aif-podcast/
http://eepurl.com/dN9-hT


Christians in AI

Christians in AI (bit.ly/chai-global) is a 
global collective united by their interest in 
the intersection of AI and Christianity.



AI @ ASA: American Scientific Affiliation 
Annual Meeting July 18-21, 2025
Lakewood, Colorado
ASA: Scholarly/Professional Society for Christians in Sciences & Tech

July 18-21, 2025: In Person Annual Meeting with Sherol Chen as a Keynote

● Submit abstracts on Christianity & AI 
● Apply for Student & Early Career Scholarships

https://network.asa3.org/mpage/ASA2025
Or email Hannah Eagleson at hannah@asa3.org 

https://network.asa3.org/mpage/ASA2025
mailto:hannah@asa3.org




Overview



● AI and Faith brings the wisdom of the world’s great religions to the
discussion around the moral and ethical challenges of artificial
intelligence.

● Convene and facilitate dialogue between AI technology creators and
religious leaders to increase religious literacy and awareness of ethical
issues

● Deepen our understanding of the influence and impact AI has on faith
and the relevance of faith-oriented values and wisdom on AI
Engage with ethicists and policy makers to educate civil leaders and
the public on the mutual influences of AI, faith, and ethics

AI and Faith: Mission



AI and Faith: Community



AI and Faith: Demographics



AI and Faith: External Activities



AI and Faith: External Activities



AI and Faith: External Activities



AI and Faith: Interval Activities



AI and Faith: Interval Activities



AI and Faith: Partners



AI and Faith: How to get involved?





Faith and AI 
Social

Meet your neighbors
@NeurIPS 2024
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Muhammad Aurangzeb Ahmad
maahmad@uw.edu

Current: Research Scientist at University of Washington Harborview 
Medical Center and an Affiliate Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Computer Science at University of Washington Bothell. 

Background: PhD in Computer Science from the University of 
Minnesota. Spent a year in a Master program in Christian Theology at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Research: Algorithmic nudging at scale, pluralistic alignment, modeling 
resilience in ICU patients, Responsible AI, and personality emulation. 

Academic Appointments: University of Washington, Center for 
Cognitive Science at University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population 
Center, and the Indian Institute of Technology at Kanpur. 

Fun Facts: Runs the Islam and Science Fiction Project. Humanities 
Washington Speaker

faculty.washington.edu/
maahmad/

mailto:maahmad@uw.edu


Educational and Professional Background
He received his B.S.E. (2013) and M.S. (2014) in biomedical engineering and 
a Ph.D. (2019) in industrial engineering from Arizona State University (ASU).

Research Interests
Developing statistical machine learning models for fusing 
high-dimensional, heterogeneous, and multi-modal data. Work supports 
decision-making in military, remote sensing and healthcare, with a focus on 
Federated Learning/Distributed Computing (e.g., heterogeneous clients, 
fairness), Spatio-temporal neural networks (e.g., ConvLSTMs, 
attention-based models), and Image registration/fusion (e.g., CNNs)

He has also served as Chair of the INFORMS Data Mining Society (~500 
members) and  Standing President of IISE Data Analytics and Information 
Systems Division (~2000 members).

Nathan Gaw

Assistant Professor of 
Data Science, Air Force 
Institute of Technology, 
Wright-Patterson AFB, 

Ohio



David O’Hara
david.ohara@augie.edu

David O'Hara is Professor of Philosophy, Religion, and Environmental Studies, 
Director of Sustainability; and Clara Lea Olsen Professor of Christian Values at 
Augustana University in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, USA. 

His teaching focuses on the history of ideas, interreligious studies, semiotics, 
animal cognition, sustainability, and environmental law. 

His research interests include designing robots for environmental care, and 
the ethics of robots for human medical and spiritual care. He works with IBM 
Developer to create Call For Code challenges for #TechForGood.



Dirk Padfield
padfield@google.com

Professional: Research Engineer at Google Deepmind (6 years), previously at Amazon (4 
years), GE Global Research (12 years), and adjunct professor at RPI for several courses.

Research Interests: Long-context multimodal memory for LLMs, Machine Translation, 
NLP, ASR, and image analysis (segmentation, tracking, registration, classification).

Education: Ph.D. in Computer Science from RPI, MS in EE from PSU, and BS in EE and 
International Studies from PSU. Two semesters of study abroad at AUC in Cairo, Egypt.

Spiritual journey: Member of the Baha'i Faith. "Pioneered" with family as a child to 
Norway for 12 years. Volunteered for a year of religious service at the Baha'i World Center 
in Israel. Studied Arabic and Islamic studies in Egypt. Fascinated by the relationship 
between science and religion. Actively study the interconnectedness of different faiths.



Professional: Senior Program Manager Google (11 years).  Prior to 
joining Google, she spent 15 years as a Senior Program Manager at SAIC 
leading programs for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
Department of Defense (DoD), British Petroleum (BP) and Athens 2004 
Olympics.  She served as a Signal Corps Officer in the US Army and 
trained over 1400 US Army officers. 

Education: BS in Electrical Engineering from the United States Military 
Academy, West Point, NY.

Correna is a Greek Orthodox Christian actively supporting the ministries 
of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta, including religious 
education and the initial development of the Metropolis’ website.  She 
currently serves on the advisory board of St. John Catholic School in 
North Charleston, SC.   She served 10 years as lead for Google Serve and 
Giving Week fundraiser for My Sister’s House, a shelter for 
women/children escaping domestic abuse.

Correna 
Panagiotou
correnapanagiotou@gmail.com



Breakout Session 
Would You Rather?

Nathan Gaw

Results

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1t9rnf_QIl-QlrYGR2Yoc6Xc330E12Lfyvds85APlDsY/edit#responses


AI and Faith
► Interested in joining AI and Faith’s work on AI 

Ethics for Human Flourishing?  Please go to 
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► Learn more about becoming an Expert or 
Member by emailing  people@aiandfaith.org

► Give us an idea for a feature or news at 
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► Have an idea for a research project? Reach 
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Subscribe to our 
mailing list.

mailto:admin@aiandfaith.org
mailto:people@aiandfaith.org
mailto:e67657a2.aiandfaith.org@amer.teams.ms
mailto:programs@aiandfaith.org
mailto:research@aiandfaith.org
https://aiandfaith.org/aif-podcast/
http://eepurl.com/dN9-hT



