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Infroduction and Purpose

LLMs are increasingly used to answer Islamic questions, but their
reliability in school-specific Figh — such as the Maliki school — remains
unexplored.

Different Figh schools use different methodological rules, so accuracy
requires following the reasoning framework of the specific school-—not just
general Islamic knowledge.

This study examines how two widely used Arabic LLMs handle Maliki-
specific Figh questions, and investigates whether prompt design can
improve their adherence to authentic Maliki jurispruden.tial principles




Methodology

- Dataset

- 550 Maliki Figh questions acreoss three
domains: purification (Taharah), marital
jurisprudence (Figh Al-Nikah), and financial
transactions (Buyu)

Table 1: Summary of the Islamic Figh dataset.
Question Type Taharah Figh al-Nikah Buyu Total

True/False 150 150 150 450
MCQ 50 50 - 100
Total 200 200 150 550

Domain

Question (with English translation)

Correct answer

Taharah

syl g opadll wlol S
(It is obligatory to wash between the toes during
wudhu.)

.({ﬂ‘u«.&.qfﬂuj&qoi(f‘uj},‘.

(It is permissible for the one who performed tayam-

mum to pray another obligatory prayer with the same
tayammum. )

FALSE

FALSE

Figh AI-Nikah

ol dis 1 3 bt il ks Gl
(Mentioning the d(;wry in the marriage contract is a
condition for the validity of the contract.)

o & gl 04K o o
(It is recommended that the entire dowry be paid in
advance.)

FALSE

TRUE

Buyi

daiall o bt g o aldly el plial je2
(According to the reliable opinion in the school, it
is permissible to combine a sale and a loan without
stipulation.)

Hlaa Gl Gl & o

(It is valid to sell fresh grapes for an equal amount of
raisins.)

TRUE

FALSE

o



Methodology
- Models

- GPT-40
- ALLaM-7B-Instruct

O Prompt Engineering

Baseline: No instructions.

- General Fl%h Expert: Act as a general
[slamic Fi eXpert

- Maliki Expert-1: Follow Maliki school
principles.

Maliki Expert-2 (strict): Rely solely on
authoritative Maliki sources.

Table 4: Prompt settings used in the experiments

Setting System Prompt (Arabic with English translation)
Baseline None (no instruction provided)
General Figh Expert Q‘)L.N! aaall B o]

(You are an expert in Islamic F1qh )

Maliki Expert-1

Lis aslsdy Jgel o 2l 281 Yo oty (SUN Cadll 3 s =t
il

(You are an expert in the Maliki school, and you answer

questions based on its principles and rules.)

Maliki  Expert-2
(strict)

3l e Y doble) g ez Yy o OUT Gl G amie 4 ot
mm_, il CJ.Jn, LI ujtJMLgJUtwuxufd Aane
&U‘ u.h.\“ dl} W 2l db..« 5,9 03] dads 5)\1‘ \_A.A.“ d Aollasy
c'u_,,nbgnl\a-_,)_,c‘lau 5)&11 ._A..\.“J.rd..d‘ u\ji\»bcwu.:
G5 bRl Ol oK )]sl g Ll gkl

s o o Yy il 3 £ e pai da g Y i il
(You are an expert in the Maliki school, and you answer
questions based on based on what is established in the
authoritative Maliki sources, such as Aqrab al-Masalik,
al-Sharh al-Saghir and al-Sharh al-Kabir.

Do not use opinions from other schools, do not compare
between them, and only mention what is well-known and
adopted within the Maliki school. If a question involves

an issue where the Maliki opinion differs from others, select
only the answer that represents the Maliki view, even if it
contradicts widely known fatwas or the positions of other.
If the answer is not explicitly found in Maliki sources, state:
“There is no explicit text in the school,” and do not guess.)

o
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GPT-40 Accuracy Across Prompt Settings
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Resulis

- GPT-40 consistently outperformed ALLaM across all domains and prompt

- Both models struggled most with Taharah—especially MCQs—indicating high

settings.

topic complexity and limited training exposure.

- GPT-40 performed better with Maliki-aligned prompts.
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Conclusion

- LLMs show potential for assisting in Islamic jurisprudence research and
education.

- However, current Arabic LLMs are not fully reliable for school-specific Figh
reasoning without additional adaptation.

- LLMs should be used cautiously in sensitive religious contexts.

- Improving reliability requires domain adaptation, such as fine-tuning or RAG
using authoritative sources, since current models lack the jurisprudential
depth needed for school-aligned reasoning.
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