
Motivation Methodology

Community-driven initiatives produce high-quality data
but face significant scalability challenges, while synthetic
data generation offers scale but introduces validity
issues.

Sustainable, and extensible datasets are needed to
capture language evolution over time, yet current
approaches each have their own critical limitations that
prevent them from adequately addressing the resource
gap for African languages.
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Introduction

While recent community-led efforts have improved
representation for major African languages, significant
gaps remain. Two competing approaches currently exist in
dataset creation: community-driven curation and synthetic
data generation, both presenting their own limitations.

This paper presents Tonative (to-native), a hybrid method
that combines human-AI collaboration to reduce manual
validation efforts and maintaining quality control.

Our goal is to extend existing multilingual datasets into
more African languages.

Result

Image Areas

Limitations

Methodology is still being refined for optimal effectiveness.
Requires available volunteer validators for target languages
Dataset scalability is still dependent on community
engagement levels

Identify high-quality
existing datasets
Leverage pretrained
multilingual models
for initial translations
Validate translations
with native speakers
and linguists

Future Work

Continuous improvement of methodology
Expansion to more African languages and datasets
Sustainable incentive structures for validators
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